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System of Registries (SoR)
The System of Registries (SoR) is an integral part of the Environmental Protection Agency’s efforts to facilitate access to information and to improve the quality of that information.  The SoR centralizes in one location a broad spectrum of information from across EPA programs and the Agency’s state and tribal partners, other federal agencies, and international organizations that can be discovered and reused for environmental decision making.  
Purpose of the SoR
There are six registries that make up the System of Registries.  Each catalogues a different set of the Agency’s information.  The registries hold metadata, simply defined as “data about data,” that identify and describe Agency systems, service components, and environmental terminology.  There also are authoritative lists of facilities, chemicals, biological organisms, and various code sets used by systems.

A Registry provides the ability to register, map, and manage information important to EPA and its partners.  It provides tools and automated services to support the discovery, validation, and exchange of EPA information.  The goal is to promote the delivery of consistent, accurate, and understandable information for EPA, its state and tribal partners, other federal agencies, and the public.  
Information contained within the registries also helps EPA and its partners meet important business needs.  The registries are identified within the Agency’s enterprise architecture and provide essential services to the Environmental Information Exchange Network and Agency information integration initiatives. The SoR also provides services that support the goals of the Federal Enterprise Architecture.
Enhancements to the Registries

The Office of Information Collection (OIC), which manages the SoR, has initiated a project to reengineer its registries to better support environmental business processes, including:

· enabling distributed stewardship of registry content in order to enhance data quality;

· restructuring the registries to allow efficient use of Web services;

· improving the search and retrieval capabilities of the registries.  New interfaces will improve reporting capability by allowing users to access, view, and download information into various formats;

· creating a new resource for reusable component services for system developers and others to facilitate discovery of information technology components including Web services, data models, data flows, schema, and templates.  This resource will incorporate the eXtensible Markup Language (XML) registry now found within the SoR.

The Registries
Six registries comprise the SoR:

· Data Registry Services – will provide a comprehensive, authoritative reference for information about environmental data, including: definitions, sources, formats, values and uses. It also will provide standard data elements and values for download and use in application system design.   
· Substance Registry Services – provides identification information on substances and their relationships to statutes, regulations, and program office information systems. 

· Terminology Services – provides an Agency repository of environmental terms and definitions, taxonomies, and glossaries by compiling collections of terms from EPA and other sources.  It provides tools to develop terminologies and manage taxonomic relationships among terms of interest to EPA business areas.  The Environmental Terminology System and Services (ETSS) has replaced the current Terminology Reference System.  
· Reusable Component Services – Provides a catalog of a broad range of Information Technology (IT) resources and services.  Supporting EPA, states, and tribes, RCS provides a single point of discovery for Web services, widgets, XML schema, and other IT assets.
· a catalog of a broad range of Information Technology resources and services.  Supporting EPA, states, and tribes, RCS provides a single point of discovery for Web services, widgets, XML schema, and other IT assets.
· Facility Registry Services – provides identification information for facilities, sites or places subject to environmental regulations 
Future Activities
OEI has planned a variety of further enhancements to the registries.  Some are minor, such as the addition of several new fields to READ.  The more significant changes in 2009 include:

· Data Registry Services will have new functionality to improve data dictionary and code set management and conformance with EPA data standards.

· Reusable Component Services - Workshops and interviews with EPA’s Enterprise Architecture office, members of the Exchange Network, and EPA’s program office stakeholders will be conducted to finalize requirements.  In addition, software tools will be evaluated to select those that might be used for this set of services.


