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System of Registries (SoR)
The System of Registries (SoR) is an integral part of the Environmental Protection Agency’s efforts to improve transparency to EPA information and to facilitate management of that information.  The SoR provides a central cataloguing location for a broad spectrum of information from across EPA programs, the Agency’s state and tribal partners, other federal agencies, and international organizations.  Cataloguing this information enables its discovery and reuse, fostering better environmental decision making.  
Purpose of the SoR
There are six registries that make up the System of Registries.  Each catalogues a different set of the Agency’s information.  The registries hold metadata, simply defined as “data about data,” that identify and describe Agency systems, service components, and environmental terminology.  There also are authoritative lists of facilities, chemicals, biological organisms, and various code sets used by information systems.

By registering these resources, it becomes possible to cross-walk that information across EPA, and potentially state and tribal, programs. The registries serve as a doorway to discover where there is actual data at EPA for a particular substance, a specific facility, or which programs might have data related to an environmental term.  

The registries are central to the Agency’s vision of a Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) through the effort to standardize the meaning of the Agency assets, such as agreeing on a common definition for data elements with different names that are found across multiple Agency systems.  

Implicit in all these roles is the effort to integrate information.  Data elements or environmental terms with the same definitions may be used by multiple systems but under different names.  Two or more EPA programs may track or regulate the same substance or facility, again under different names.  The registries make it possible to cross-walk these assets and then to serve as a service within SOA for reuse.

Enhancements to the Registries

The Office of Information Collection (OIC), which manages the SoR, has been updating the registries to make them more flexible while fostering program office ownership of the metadata held in the registries and enabling program office access to the data:

· Distributed stewardship: program offices can manage their own information in the registries
· Content Provisioning:  Providing Web services to enable access to registry content 
· Improved search and retrieval capabilities: new interfaces improve reporting/exporting capability by allowing users to access, view, and download information into various formats

The Registries
Six registries comprise the SoR:

· Data Registry Services – will provide a comprehensive, authoritative reference for information about including: definitions, sources, formats, values, and uses. It also will provide standard data elements and values for download and use in application system design.   
· Substance Registry Services – provides identification information on substances and their relationships to statutes, regulations, and program office information systems. 

· Terminology Services – provides an Agency repository of environmental terms and definitions, taxonomies, and glossaries by compiling collections of terms from EPA and other sources.  It provides tools to develop terminologies and manage taxonomic relationships among terms of interest to EPA business areas.   
· Information System Services – The Registry of EPA Applications, Models, and Datasets (READ) provides authoritative data for identifying, locating, describing, and accessing Agency information resources. 
· Reusable Component Services – will provide access to a multitude of components and services, catalogued in many registries, and stored in many repositories.  This service will, enable reuse, reduce costs, and speed development, and help bring about higher quality systems and applications.  This registry will include an enhanced version of the XML Registry. 

· Facility Registry Services – provides identification information for facilities, sites, or places subject to environmental regulations
Ongoing Activities
With the reengineering of the registries nearly complete, the focus has now shifted to metadata management.  Complete data dictionaries for EPA systems must be developed and loaded into the Data Registry.  Web services and XML schema must be registered in the Reusable Component Services.  Taxonomies of terms must be managed to enable better discovery of EPA information.




















